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number of hardy, jungle people,, on foot. We dismounted at the beginning of the disputed line; and we walked over it for six or eight hours on end.
The diwans and the people, seeing that we were in earnest to settle the matter, and that the boundary we favoured was clearly indicated by. the banks of mountain streams and the ridges of the hills, set themselves also to help us; and the matter was settled in two days' hard walking from about six in the morning till after midday. The boundary pillars were put up as we went along; and the dispute was finally settled in a perfectly amicable way.
This may be taken as an illustration of the methods generally adopted in our work among the Chiefs. We got hold of them and of the people, and simply worked alongside of them. During the course of work like this, we could not fail to get into the most friendly and intimate relations with our fellow-workers; and everything that we had to do, in the way of settling disputes, investigating cases and arranging points of State administration, tended to cement our friendship and strengthen the bonds that united us in our relations with one another.
The Rajah of Sonpur at that time was a very fine old man ; and as his State contains a very considerable amount of first-rate agricultural land, as well as a good deal of valuable jungle, and is situated on the banks of the river Mahanadi, it was a State that was capable of great development; and to this he and his worthy successors devoted themselves with very considerable success. The present Chief has done so well that the Viceroy has given him as a personal distinction the higher title of Maharajah, The old Chief of Rairahkol was a man who had succeeded to his State as a mere boy, and was by that time in the eighth decade of his life. He had, therefore, been longer a ruler than probably any other ruler in the world-During all that time, without any great intellectual capacity or education, he had proved himself a good strong man. He was vigorous in constitution, temperate in habits, upright in character, and generally desirous to do justice and right. It